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Welcome to Nightwatch, The Adler Planetarium’s monthly sky-watching guide for 
January 2009. 

 
It may be cold out, but this is the month when the Earth is at its closest to the 

Sun for the year.  Earth’s perihelion for 2009 occurs the morning of the 4th. 
 
Early risers on the 21st may want to look near the south-southeast horizon before 

dawn, to see the bright star Antares, in Scorpius, near the upper limb of a waning 
crescent Moon. 

 
 This month the brilliant planet VENUS dominates the southwest skies for several 
hours after sunset.  You can’t miss it–it’s the brightest thing, besides the Moon, in the 
early evening sky.  Venus increases in visible magnitude as this month progresses. 
 
 The first six days of the year, look low in the southwest about a half-hour after 
sunset.  If you have a clear sight-line, you may be able to spot the planets JUPITER and 
MERCURY.  They appear to be within a few degrees of each other, with Jupiter only 
slightly brighter than Mercury.  In reality, the two planets are very dissimilar and far 
away from each other.  Mercury is tiny and rocky--the scorched, closest planet to the Sun.  
Jupiter moves far outside the Earth’s orbit, a gaseous giant of a planet--the largest in the 
solar system. 
 
 Even further from Earth than Jupiter is the planet SATURN.  In January Saturn 
rises nearly due east about 11:00pm Central Standard Time at the start of this month, and 
about 9:00pm by month’s end.  The night of the 14th, it’s not far from a waning gibbous 
Moon.  It’s high in the southwest sky by morning twilight. 

 
The planet MARS is too close to the Sun this month to be readily visible, and 

remains that way until April. 

 
The First Quarter Moon is on the 4th.  The Full Moon is on the 10th.  The Last 

Quarter is on the 17th, and the New Moon is on the 26th. 
 
Thanks for reading Nightwatch, updated monthly with the assistance of Starry 

Night software.  To learn more about this month’s sky, visit us on the web, at 
www.adlerplanetarium.org/cyberspace. For astronomy news on the go, download the 
Adler Night and Day podcast.  For directions on how to subscribe to the podcast series, 
go to www.adlerplanetarium.org/cyberspace/podcasts or, search for Adler Night and Day 
on iTunes. 
 


