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‘\ Exploring the Sky from the Earth Beginner

packyard Astronomy

Our Solar System Gallery (4)
Upper Level

g Fact: We live on the Earth. The Earth is a planet. It is

in space. It moves around the Sun. The Earth has a
Moon. Itis in space. It moves around the Earth. It is
made of rock. During the day, we can see the Sun
when we are standing on the Earth. It is made of gas.
It makes its own light. At night, we can see the Moon
when we are standing on the Earth. It is made of rock.
It does not make its own light.

/© Find the scale models of the Earth and the Sun. Look at
them. Compare them. What is each place like?

:‘ $ Think about the Earth, the Moon and the Sun. Look
/v~ at the list of words. Write down words that describe
the Earth, the Moon and the Sun. Here are some

ideas:
Giant  Makes light  Rocky Home
Star Gassy Medium-sized
Warm . W ol
planet Big Atery o ©©
Moon In space

Does not make light
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Fact: When you look at the Moon through binoculars %
or a telescope, you can see craters. Craters are big
holes in the surface of a planet or Moon.

Find: the Moon image on the Lasting Impressions sign /@
and the crater maker. Try the crater maker.

Think: What do you think caused the craters on the N y
Moon? e
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Fact:

New Technology

Cyberspace Gallery ()

Lower Level

Fact: We use telescopes to see the sky today. Some
of these telescopes show us things our eyes cannot
see. One type of telescope looks at the heat stars
and planets give off. They see something called
infrared light.

Find: The infrared camera. Take a look at yourself!

Think: Which part of your body is the hottest?
Which part of your body is the coldest? What color
do you think Pluto would be when you looked at it
with an infrared telescope? What color do you think
the planet Mercury would be when you looked at it
with an infrared telescope?
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People send robots to explore other planets. 00

The robots take pictures of the planets. People on
Earth look at the pictures. The people try to learn
more about the planet from the pictures.

Find:

the Adler rover. Try to drive it.

would be hard to drive a robot on Mars when you

were

Think about the Adler rover. Do you think it ﬁ

on the Earth? What would you want a robot

on another planet to find out about the planet?




