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Zooniverse: Calling All Citizen Scientists! 

Adler Planetarium, Zooniverse Seeking Citizen Scientists to Accelerate Scientific Research 
 
CHICAGO – October 13, 2016 –The Adler Planetarium is recruiting citizen scientists to join our Zooniverse 
community, the world-leading online platform for the public to participate in science, with 1.5 million 
registered users around the world. More than 45 different projects are currently live on the Zooniverse 
platform including the just-launched Gravity Spy (www.gravityspy.org) and relaunch of the Milky Way Project 
(www.milkywayproject.org).  
 
Awesome! But, what is the Zooniverse? 
A nonprofit collaboration led by the Adler Planetarium and University of Oxford, Zooniverse 
(www.zooniverse.org) is the world’s leading—and largest—platform for data analysis through citizen science, 
catering to more than 1.5 million registered participants and supporting more than 40 science teams across 
disciplinary boundaries.  
 
Zooniverse volunteers provide vital research assistance to professional science teams around the world. 
Zooniverse research results in new discoveries and datasets useful to the wider research community. It 
provides the opportunity for the general public to contribute to real scientific research wherever they may be! 
 
And, Citizen Scientists...? 
Citizen scientists are volunteers ages 5 to 105 that are motivated by a desire to contribute to science. They 
don’t need any specialized background, training, or expertise to participate in Zooniverse projects. Zooniverse 
researchers make it easy for anyone to contribute to real academic research, on their own computer, at their 
own convenience. Citizen scientists study authentic objects gathered by researchers, like images of faraway 
galaxies, historical records and diaries, or videos of animals in their natural habitats. By answering simple 
questions about them, they help contribute to understanding of our world, our history, our Universe, and 
more. 
	  
Featured Project: Gravity Spy  
One hundred years after Albert Einstein’s theory of General Relativity first predicted the existence of 
gravitational waves, physicists at the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) 
detected these ripples in the fabric of spacetime in a momentous discovery in September 2015. Now citizen 
scientists can be part of their research moving forward!  
 
LIGO researchers teach computers how to recognize gravitational waves from instrumental and 
environmental sources of noise called “glitches.” However, humans are still far better than computers at 
recognizing subtle differences across images and when an image simply does not fit within a known 
category. Gravity Spy citizen scientists will help identify all of the glitch morphologies and open up an even 
bigger window into the gravitational wave Universe and the possibility to detect even more! 
 
Featured Project: Milky Way Project 
The Milky Way Project (MWP), an online research project engaging more than 1 million citizen scientists, 
recently returned to the Zooniverse after a year-long hiatus. Beloved by citizen scientists for amazingly 
detailed infrared image data and engaging classification tasks, the MWP relaunch is looking to fulfill an 
ambitious goal of at least 2 million user classifications of 76,000 images in six months.  
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Originally launched in December 2010, the MWP produced a catalog of more than 5,000 infrared “bubble 
nebulae,” providing astronomers with a valuable resource for studying massive stars and star-birth 
throughout our home Galaxy. Now in its third evolution, built using Zooniverse’s cutting-edge classification 
interface and drawing tools, MWP needs volunteers to use these tools to search for “bow shocks” (shock 
waves driving through space by powerful winds of high-speed, massive stars) and “yellowballs” (a new 
category of “baby bubbles.”) 
 
Once completed, researchers will be able to combine the data with the three previous years’ worth of 
classification data to produce new catalogs of bow shocks and yellowballs. Further studies of yellowballs, in 
particular, will improve understanding of how dusty clouds give birth to stars and how young stars sculpt 
their environments.  
 
Ready to get involved? Join one of the million volunteer citizen scientists making classifications, discoveries 
and accelerating scientific research at Zooniverse.org! 
  
 
Recognition 
The Zooniverse is funded through a Google Global Impact Award and the National Science Foundation.  
 
Gravity Spy is funded by the NSF INSPIRE 1547880 grant. This material is based upon work supported by the 
National Science Foundation. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this 
material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the National Science Foundation. 
 
The Milky Way Project is supported by broader effort funded by the Google Global Impact Award.   

 
About the Adler Planetarium 
The Adler Planetarium—America’s First Planetarium—is more than a museum; it is a laboratory, a classroom, and a 
community exploring the Universe together. Each year, more than 550,000 visitors experience the museum’s interactive 
exhibitions, live planetarium shows, hands-on, minds-on STEM education programs, and world-class collections. Founded 
in 1930 by Chicago business leader Max Adler, the Adler Planetarium is a recognized leader in public engagement. The 
museum's scientists, historians, and educators inspire the next generation of explorers and invite you to explore space 
with us. 
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