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BEFORE YOUR VISIT
In this packet, you’ll find everything you need to register your group, pack for your adventure, 
get to the Adler, park, and enjoy your night at the museum. We look forward to seeing you soon!

2016 DATES
February 5  |  March 4  |  March 11  |  April 1  |  May 6  |  June 3

REGISTRATION
All groups must register via our online registration form at least 3 weeks before the event.

PRICE
The price for an Astro-Overnight is $60 per person and $55 per person for groups of 15 or more. Upgrade to the VIP Option 

for $70 per person and enjoy sleeping under the “stars” in our Grainger Sky Theater. 

For the evening-only program, the price is $30 per person and $27.50 per person for groups of 15 or more.

WHAT’S INCLUDED
Astro-Overnight admission includes: access to the museum’s exhibitions, two planetarium shows, hands-on activities, telescope 

viewing (weather permitting), a late-night snack, and breakfast in the morning. The evening-only program includes access to the 

museum’s exhibitions, two planetarium shows, hands-on activities, telescope viewing (weather permitting), and a late-night snack. 

DINNER AND SNACK
Not sure what to do about dinner? For just $11 per person, you can pre-order dinner to be ready when you arrive.  Dinner 

includes a personal cheese pizza, chocolate chip cookie, and fountain drink. Dinner will be available for pick-up from 5–8 pm. 

Activities will begin at 6 pm. Additionally, the café will be open from 5–8 pm with several menu options.

The evening snack (included with admission to the program) includes your choice of fresh fruit or a cookie and water and milk to 

drink. We have made every effort to make sure there are nut-free and gluten-free options available. If you have a food allergy, please 

check the labels on the items provided. 
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PAYMENTS (PLEASE READ THIS SECTION CAREFULLY)
For groups, a 50-percent deposit is due at time of booking. Final numbers and remaining balance is due three weeks before 

the overnight date. If payment is not received by the three-week deadline, the group’s reservation will be canceled and the 

deposit—minus a $10-per-ticket administrative fee—will be refunded.

CANCELLATION
Cancellations, in writing, will be accepted up to two weeks prior to the overnight date, and a refund—minus a $10-per-ticket 

administrative fee—will be issued. No refunds are issued for cancellations made less than two weeks before the overnight date. 

Refunds will not be issued for no-shows.

GROUP CHECK-IN ROSTER AND CHILD WAIVER
Each group leader will need to provide a final roster of all participants no later than three weeks prior to the event.  Any 

changes to this roster must come from the group leader in writing.  Anyone not included on that roster will not be admitted.  

Additionally, each child attending must have a completed waiver form (available here) on record three weeks prior to the event 

regardless of whether they are staying overnight.  A link to an online waiver form will also be provided to the group leader 

during the confirmation process to be shared with the parents to complete.

SCOUTS AND BADGE WORK
For scout groups attending an Astro-Overnight with the goal of earning a badge, all scout activities are self-guided and must be 

provided by the scout group before your visit. The Adler has scout badge workbooks (available here). Please note: Printouts of 
the badge workbooks will not be available at the Overnight.

PACKING

WHAT TO BRING
Evening-Only Guests

• Comfortable shoes.

• Layered clothing for outdoor telescope viewing. (Weather permitting)

• Pocket money for souvenirs in the Adler Store.

Overnight Guests
• Sleeping bag, sleeping mat, or twin-sized air mattress with battery-operated pump. Army cots are recommended.  

• Comfortable shoes.

• Layered clothing for outdoor telescope viewing. (Weather permitting)

• Pocket money for souvenirs in the Adler Store.

• Note: Toiletries should be kept to a minimum, as changing space is limited to our restroom facilities.  
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WHAT NOT TO BRING
• Air mattresses larger than a twin size. For fire-safety reasons, please do not bring large mattresses, as they tend to block 

pathways to the exits.

• Tents (all sleeping spaces are indoors.)

• Clocks, electric air mattress pumps or other items that require electricity (availability of outlets is extremely limited; 

most sleeping areas will not have available outlets.)

• Alcohol. Any persons who are found to be intoxicated or possessing alcohol will be asked to leave the overnight program 

immediately; admission fees for these individuals will not be refunded.

• Food or beverages to be consumed overnight (except for medical necessity); food and beverages are not allowed in 

exhibition spaces or theaters at any time.

GETTING TO THE ADLER
The Adler is located on the Museum Campus at the end of Solidarity Drive. 
The address is 1300 South Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60605.

DRIVING 
Motorists Northbound: Motorists traveling northbound on Lake Shore Drive should turn right at McFetridge Drive, which is 

immediately north of Soldier Field. Then, travel east on McFetridge between the Field Museum and Soldier Field, turn left at the 

stop sign, turn right onto Solidarity Drive, and then proceed east to the Planetarium. Northbound traffic can also exit at 18th 

Street instead of at McFetridge Drive.

 

Motorists Southbound: Motorists traveling southbound on Lake Shore Drive should turn right at Roosevelt Road, left at 

Columbus, then left again at McFetridge Drive. Travel east on McFetridge between the Field Museum and Soldier Field. Turn left 

at the stop sign, turn right onto Solidarity Drive, and then proceed east to the Planetarium.

 

Motorists Eastbound: Motorists traveling eastbound can take Roosevelt Road east to the intersection of Roosevelt and Columbus. 

From there, turn right (south) onto Columbus and turn left at McFetridge Drive.  Travel east on McFetridge between the Field 

Museum and Soldier Field.  Turn left at the stop sign, turn right onto Solidarity Drive, and then proceed east to the Planetarium.

PARKING
The lot adjacent to the Adler Planetarium will be open for overnight parking at 5 pm. Drivers must check into this lot by 9 pm 

on the night of the Astro-Overnight because the lot entrance is not staffed after 9 pm. Cars can leave the lot at anytime. Those 

staying on Museum Campus after 9 am the next day must pay the daytime parking fee. The lot closest to Adler is managed by 

Standard Parking. Rates are subject to change without notice. The current overnight rate is $22 per car. Please make sure to let 

the attendant know you are staying overnight. For more information on parking at the Adler, visit soldierfieldparking.com. 
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MUSEUM CAMPUS MAP
To enter the parking lot nearest the Adler: Turn right onto Lynn White Drive. The entrance is the second left.

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
The CTA’s #146 Michigan Express Bus to Museum Campus goes right to the Adler Planetarium. This bus runs until 9 pm nightly 

and as early as 7 am the next morning. Visit Transit Chicago to check travel routes and the CTA bus tracker.

The Metra Electric District Line’s Museum Campus/11th Street stop is approximately one mile west of the museum. Visit 

metrarail.com for Metra schedules.

Taxis can be called from the South Box Office at any time.

ADLER PLANETARIUM
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WHEN YOU ARRIVE

CHECKING IN
Check-in for everyone starts at 5 pm at the South Entrance, located at ground level to the right of the main stairs. The double 

doors to the left of the revolving doors will be open.

EVENING-ONLY GUESTS
Once you have parked or arrived on public transportation, evening participants can go immediately to the check-in desk. There, 

staff will give you a wristband and review your schedule with you (a sample schedule is located on page 6). If you have not 

turned in a child waiver form, you may do so at that time.

Evening Check-Out
Once the evening activities have concluded, Evening-Only guests can exit the building via the South Entrance at the time 

indicated on their schedule.  

OVERNIGHT GUESTS
Once you have parked or arrived via public transportation, grab your gear and head inside. Once inside, staff will direct you to the 

classrooms. We ask that you store your gear there while the programs are going on. You will be able to pick up your gear at 10:15 pm.

Once you’ve stored your gear, head to the check-in desk. Staff will give you a wristband and review your schedule and sleeping area 

with you (a sample schedule is located on page 6). If you have not turned in a child waiver form, you may do so at that time.

Sleeping Arrangements
All Astro-Overnight participants sleep in the exhibitions. Sleeping areas are pre-assigned and are given to you upon arrival with 

your schedule. Groups that register together will have the same sleeping area.

All-Night Staff
There will be Adler Guest Host Staff in the building at all times. The South Box Office will be staffed all night; and in the event 

that any participants need to leave the building, they should exit there.

Museum Store Hours/Patches
The Adler Store will be open from 6–9:30 pm during Astro-Overnights. Participants can collect the Astro-Overnight patch in 

the Adler Store during this time frame.

Sample Schedule
On the next page you will find a sample schedule. This is only a sample. When you check-in for the night, you will receive your 

actual schedule.
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QUESTIONS? Don’t hesitate to contact us at 
overnights@adlerplanetarium.org

SAMPLE SCHEDULE

SAMPLE


