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BASIC INFORMATION

WHAT DO SCOUTS DO AT THE BADGE WORKSHOP?
In short, scouts will earn their Astronomy Merit Badge! Scouts and chaperones will arrive at the Adler 
Planetarium on a Sunday afternoon and check in to get their group assignments. Each group will 
rotate through a number of programs, including 2 sky shows in the planetarium’s domed theaters, 
hands-on activities and telescope observing, and a special session with Adler Astronomers in the Space 
Visualization Laboratory.

SOME PRE-WORK IS REQUIRED. Scouts must completed certain requirements before 
attending the workshop (including nighttime observing and data collection). These 
requirements will indicated as such in the Astronomy Merit Badge Workbook. Scouts will be 
unable to complete all the requirements at the workshop alone.

REGISTRATION INFORMATION

DO SCOUTS SIGN UP INDIVIDUALLY OR AS A GROUP?
Scouts can sign up individually, but an individual scout MUST be accompanied by an adult chaperone. 
Conversely, a troop leader can purchase tickets for the entire troop. Either way, tickets are purchased 
online through the Pathways to Adventure Council. If you do plan to attend as a troop or patrol, we 
recommend purchasing tickets in one order, but this is not required. Normal scout-leader ratios will
be in effect. 

DO I HAVE TO ATTEND WITH MY SCOUT?
If your scout is not attending as part of his troop, then yes you must accompany him. While Adler staff 
will be with scouts for most of the program, we rely on adult chaperones to move groups between 
scheduled stations and shows.

HOW DO I PURCHASE TICKETS?
Visit the Adler website or Pathways to Adventure Council website to purchase tickets to the Badge 
Workshop. All major credit cards are accepted. 
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WHEN CAN I REGISTER? 
Registration opens/opened on Monday, February 22 at 9:00 am. Registration will close two weeks 
before the program date or when the program is sold out. We anticipate this workshop to sell out in 
advance, so please purchase your tickets early. Due to theater and program capacities, there is a set 
capacity of 384 tickets.

IF I ATTEND AS PART OF A TROOP WILL I BE ABLE TO STAY WITH MY FRIENDS?
As long as you signed up together, you will be able to stay together. Approximately two weeks before 
the program, we will send out an email to confirm information about participants, including the total 
number in each group. Each troop will be partnered with other troops to make scheduling easier; each 
larger group will have roughly 96 participants. These larger groups do not have to stay together, but 
will be scheduled together for theater shows, telescope observing time slots, and museum exploration 
time slots. 

IS THERE A WAITING LIST IF THE PROGRAM SELLS OUT?
No, we do not offer a waiting list service. One a program is sold out, there is no way to get additional 
tickets to that event. However, in the case that the event sells out the Adler will likely schedule another 
Boy Scout Astronomy Merit Badge Workshop in the future. Please check back for details.

CAN I GET A REFUND FOR MY TICKETS IF I DO NOT ATTEND?
Refunds are not allowed. However, if you cannot attend a program date you can find another scout 
from your troop/council to fill your space. Please contact the Pathways to Adventure Council with 
questions on this policy.

CHECKING IN

WHEN DOES CHECK-IN START?
Registration will start at 4:00 pm in the South Box Office. The museum closes to the public at 5:00 pm 
on Sunday, April 10. All participants are welcome to enjoy the museum before the Workshop, but they 
must purchase a separate ticket and must come back to Registration at 4:00 pm. 

WHERE DO I GO WHEN I ARRIVE?
Registration will take place at the South Box Office, NOT the museum’s main entrance. The South Box 
Office is located on ground level on the south side of the museum. If you require elevator assistance, 
please inform a staff member at the Box Office.

WHERE DO I PARK?
Participants can park in the lot directly adjacent to the museum to the south. This lot is accessible via 
Lynn White Drive. 

DO I HAVE TO PAY FOR PARKING?

The Adler does not own this lot, so yes, there is a parking fee of $13.00 per car (after 4:00 pm).
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CAN I BUY TICKETS AT THE DOOR?

No Badge Workshop tickets are available at the door. This includes both scouts and chaperones. 

BADGE INFORMATION

WHAT BADGE IS OFFERED AT THE WORKSHOP?

The Astronomy merit badge.

WILL SCOUTS COMPLETE THE MERIT BADGE REQUIREMENTS AT THE PROGRAM?
Yes. Because the Astronomy Merit Badge requires some observation and data collection, however, 
scouts will need to some pre-work prior to attending the Workshop. The complete Astronomy Merit 
Badge Workbook can be found on the Adler’s website, along with the Pathways to Adventure website. 
The Badge Workbook will also be emailed to you when you register—please print out the required 
number of copies for attending participants and distribute. The requirements that need to
be completed in advance will be highlighted. 

WHAT SPECIFIC MERIT BADGE REQUIREMENTS ARE MET THROUGH THIS PROGRAM?
Astronomy (on-site): 1a, 1b, 1c, 2, 3a, 3b, 3c, 3d, 4a, 4b, 4c, 4d, 5d, 6c, 6d, 7a, 7b, 7c, 8a, 9
Astronomy (at home): 5a, 5b, 5c, 6a, 6b 

CAN A SCOUT COMPLETE MORE THAN ONE MERIT BADGE SESSION IN A DAY?
No. Currently, the Adler is only offering the Astronomy Merit Badge Workshop on Sunday, April 10. 
Scouts will earn their Astronomy Merit Badge at that time. Check back in the future for details on 
additional offerings. 

BLUE CARD INFORMATION

DO SCOUTS NEED TO BRING THEIR BLUE CARDS?
Yes. Scouts will turn in the Blue Cards at the beginning of the Workshop and pick them up at the end of 
the day. Scouts MUST fill out the appropriate personal information and basic badge information on the 
Blue Card in order to get it returned to them.

WHAT IF A SCOUT FORGETS TO BRING THEIR BLUE CARD?
If a scout does not bring their Blue Card with them the day of the Workshop, they will need to mail it to 
the Adler program coordinator with a self-addressed stamp envelope in order to get their Blue Card 
signed off and returned.

WHO WILL SIGN OFF ON THE BLUE CARDS?
Certified Merit Badge Counselors with the local council will sign off on all Blue Cards.

(continued)



WILL THE ADLER PLANETARIUM PROVIDE THE ACTUAL BADGE FOR EACH MERIT 
BADGE EARNED?
No. Scouts will be responsible for returning their Blue Cards to their scout leaders and will receive their 
merit badge through the council. 

OTHER INFORMATION

SHOULD SCOUTS BE IN UNIFORM?
If scouts want to wear their uniform or other scout t-shirt, please do! Scouts are not required to be in 
uniform, but we have found that if scouts wear their uniform or scouting t-shirt it helps us (and you) 
identify the group as they travel through the museum. 

CAN CUB SCOUTS ATTEND THE WORKSHOP? 

Yes. However, this workshop is specifically geared toward Boy Scouts and the Astronomy Merit Badge.

CAN SIBLINGS OR PARENTS ATTEND THE PROGRAM?
No. We ask that troops refrain from bringing any siblings or other family members to the workshop—
we reserve Workshop spaces for scouts and their chaperones ONLY. Again, families are welcome to 
explore the museum during the day.

WHAT ARE THE DINNER OPTIONS?
Dinner is the scout’s and/or chaperone’s responsibility. Scouts can bring their own dinner from home, or 
Cafe Galileo’s will be open with dinner available for purchase until 5:00 pm. If you choose to eat at the 
museum, it is highly recommended that you arrive by 4:00 pm to allow your group enough time to eat.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?

Please email groups@adlerplanetarium.org or cedric.bodley@scouting.org


