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Dear friends,

It is my pleasure to present the Adler u‘
Planetarium’s 2025 Annual Report, \
which covers our fiscal year July 1, 2024 |
through June 30, 2025. As you'll read

in the following pages, FY25 was an

impactful year—marked by a commitment

to community focused programs that
connected people to extraordinary
experiences. From celebrating the first images
from the Vera Rubin Observatory, to our annual
engineering competition for hundreds of Chicago
middle school students, to hosting world renowned
astrophysicists, the Adler brought the wonders of space
to diverse communities across Chicago.

The past year was also a time of transition. In August, we joined

the world in mourning the loss of NASA Astronaut Captain James Lovell. Captain Lovell was a
consistent source of inspiration to the Adler, and his dedication to this institution was nothing
short of extraordinary. He inspired many Chicagoans of all ages with his personal story of
perseverance, commitment, and hard work—all while serving on our Board of Trustees and
helping to create our Mission Moon exhibit. We are grateful to him and his family for their
continued support through the establishment of the Lovell Legacy Fund.

We also said farewell to Dr. Michelle Larson as she took up a new role as President of Clarkson
University. Michelle skillfully led the Adler for over 12 years through extraordinary times of
institutional and societal change. Michelle’s commmitment to making science and space accessible
to all shone brightly as a beacon of hope and inspiration, a commitment we continue today.

As we look toward the future and our approaching 2030 centenary, | am filled with excitement.
Public interest in space exploration and discovery has never been greater, and the Adler will bring
to life the stunning astronomy discoveries being made each day. Over the next few years, we

will reinvest in the Adler as a world-class destination, with new immersive sky shows, digital and
interactive exhibitions, and transformative opportunities to connect directly with our astronomers,
collections, and online channels.

Thank you for your support and for the many ways you help us connect people to the universe
and each other.

5&5 abtio O Papeset

Elizabeth Babcock
President & CEO
Adler Planetarium



What makes the Adler Planetarium the institution it is today?
For many, it's the wonder of traveling through space in our planetarium
theaters, guided by our extraordinary presenters. To some it's the robust
astronomy collection—spanning thousands of years, cultures, and time
periods. To others, it's the educational programs that let anyone—regardless
of background—become a scientist. To us, it's the community we've spent
the last 95 years building.

Our community is full of stargazers, scientists, artists, writers, and

educators. They share our drive of connecting people to the universe, their
neighborhoods, and each other. Each brings their own unique talents—
bridging the gap between science and understanding, sparking creativity
and inspiring future generations. Here are the highlights of everything we've
accomplished in 2025 together.




REMEMBERING
CAPTAIN JAMES LOVELL

At the beginning of August, we lost one

of our biggest heroes—NASA Astronaut

and lifelong friend of the Adler, Captain

James Lovell. He was a consistent source of
inspiration to the Adler, and his dedication

to this institution was nothing short of
extraordinary. In addition to being a member

of our Board of Trustees and a co-chair of the
Lift-Off! Camypaign, Captain Lovell contributed
his personal collection of space artifacts to

the museum and helped secure the Gemini 12
spacecraft on long-term loan. He inspired many
Chicagoans of all ages with his personal story of
perseverance, commitment, and hard work.

Captain Lovell is best known for his courageous role as
commander of the Apollo 13 mission, which suffered a
critical failure en route to the Moon, but was brought
back safely to Earth by efforts of the crew and mission
control. He also piloted Apollo 8, the first Apollo mission
to enter lunar orbit. He is one of only 24 people to have
flown to the Moon, and the only one to have flown
there twice without making a landing.

In perhaps his proudest role, he was married to his
high school sweetheart, Marilyn Lillie Lovell, for 71 years
before she preceded him in death. Together, they had
four children, eleven grandchildren, and seven great
grand-children. Captain Lovell attended the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, graduated from the United
States Naval Academy, the University of Southern
California Aviation Safety School, and Harvard Business
School's Advanced Management Program. He is a
recipient of the Congressional Space Medal of Honor
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
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Before his passing, Captain Lovell and his family
created the Lovell Legacy Fund—an endowment

that will support the Adler and infrastructure building
needs for years to come. To make a donation to the
Lovell Legacy Fund or for more information on this
endowment, please contact the development office at
development@adlerplanetarium.org.
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THE UNIVERSE AND YOU

TOTAL LUNAR ECLIPSE

Something spectacular happened in TOTAL
March this year: a total lunar eclipse. These ECLIPSE

li h hen the S M BEGINS 1:26 AM CDT
ec(;péesthapl.pen W .fhnth eMun, oon., MAXIMUM
and Earth align—wi e Moon passing ECLIPSE
through the Earth’s shadow. To celebrate, 1:58 AM CDT

our Public Observing team put together a TOTAL
special edition of Sky Observer's Hangout, EN%(S:;‘:;E&
hosted from the campus of Southern lllinois

University in Carbondale, lllinois. This unique
program teaches viewers how to observe
the Moon, stars, and other celestial objects
all from livestreams on YouTube. Through
this program, we showcased the entirety of
the lunar eclipse to four thousand viewers
around the country—making space science
more accessible and engaging.

Sky Observers Hangout: Total Lunar Eclipse March 2025
Adler Planetariam ) D € GEID €
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THE UNIVERSE AND YOU

CELEBRATING THE RUBIN OBSERVATORY

On top of the Cerro Pachdén mountain in central Chile

sits the Vera C. Rubin Observatory—a newly constructed
observation facility that's the first of its kind. Home to an

8.4 meter telescope and the largest digital camera ever
built, this observatory will take detailed images of the
southern hemisphere for the next 10 years—creating the
most extensive time-lapse record yet. This data will give us
a better understanding of dark matter, dark energy, and our
overall universe.

To celebrate the release of first-ever public images, the Adler
hosted a watch party. On June 23, 2025, scientists, space
enthusiasts, and museum guests alike gathered in our Space
Visualization Lab for an exclusive livestream showing the never-
before-seen photos. Plus, Adler astronomers were there to answer
any space questions, giving guests a one-of-a-kind experience.

Since the initial image release, we've used data from the Rubin

Observatory on Adler Zooniverse—our platform that connects researchers
with millions of volunteers who advance astronomical discovery by contributing

their time and talents transcribing, analyzing, and categorizing data alongside
researchers. Through projects like Rubin Comet Catchers, anyone who has access to the
internet can help find comets and other small solar system bodies within these images. To
help classify data from the Rubin, click here.

CUTTING-EDGE DOANE OBSERVATORY
RESEARCH

In addition to having the largest publicly-accessible telescope
in the Chicagoland area, the Adler's Doane Observatory is
equipped to perform space science research. During the
summer, our Public Observing team and two undergraduate
interns used our telescope to observe an exoplanet—a planet
that orbits around another star. When an exoplanet passes

in front of its star, it changes the amount of starlight we
see—creating an event called a transit. Measuring the change
helps to confirm the presence of the exoplanet. This data was
uploaded to an exoplanet transit database, and is the first
time we've published exoplanet imaging data for researchers
to use in their studies.

Building on this work, we've also developed an exercise for
community college students to gain hands-on experience
analyzing astronomy images. This activity is being piloted with
students at College of DuPage to gather valuable feedback
before being published and promoted to undergraduate
educators on our website. To see data taken from our Doane
Observatory or learn more about exoplanet transits, be sure to
visit our exhibit Other Worlds inside the Adler!
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

WORLD-RENOWNED LECTURES

Throughout the past year, the Adler was visited by
notable names within the field of astrophysics, including
Professor Jocelyn Bell Burnell and Dr. Saul Perlmutter.
Each gave an accessible lecture during Adler At

Night describing their award-winning research and

the life lessons they learned along the way. From the
detection of the first-ever pulsar stars to the discovery

of our acceleratingly expanding universe, each gave
students, stargazers, and museum guests alike a deeper
understanding of astronomy and the importance of
these discoveries. To stay up to date on our upcoming
programs and lectures, please join our events mailing list.

ADLER ZOONIVERSE

Adler Zooniverse—the World's largest platform for
people-powered research—gives anyone the ability
to become a researcher. Here, anyone with access

to a phone, tablet, or computer can help make
groundbreaking scientific discoveries—whether it's
through transcribing historical documents, classifying
cloud types on Mars, or studying immune cells in
kidney tissue.

In the past year, Zooniverse has become a
powerhouse for participatory science—with over

2.9 million registered volunteers, nearly 948 million
scientific classifications, and more than 80 active
research projects. It's become a staple within our
exhibits and has helped to discover new planets and
classify galaxies. To register and participate in Adler
Zooniverse, visit zooniverse.org.
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YOUTH PROGRAMS

FAR HORIZONS TEENS

Far Horizons Teens gives high school students a way to conduct
internationally recognized research on light pollution—all

while building key science, technology, engineering, arts,

and mathematics (STEAM) skills like experiment design,
programming, and data analysis.

This year, teens began developing and implementing their

very own light pollution research program: examining the
relationship between tree phenology—the study of how and
when trees change for the seasons—and artificial light at

night. They developed a focused research question, created

a comprehensive research proposal with a literature review,
experimental design, and timeline which was then presented to
the Adler’s research community. To ensure success, Far Horizons
Teens consulted experts such as tree phenology researcher Dr.
Lin Meng, the Morton Arboretum team, and Adler’s Far Horizons
staff. They also collaborated with youth groups from the Peggy
Notebaert Nature Museum and After School Matters.

SSSstseee—

OPERATION AIRLIFT

For over a decade, the Adler Planetarium has run Operation
Airlift—an annual engineering competition bringing together
hundreds of Chicago middle school students for a day of discovery,
collaboration, and STEAM learning. This year, 106 participants
worked in small groups alongside volunteer STEAM professionals
and Adler program alumni to design, build, and test remote
controlled airships attached to high-altitude balloons. They created
project plans, managed a budget, and tackled team-oriented
obstacles—all of which gave them valuable skKills to use in future
aspirations. The students who participated in Operation Airlift were
nominated by their teachers through an online application, with a
focus on ensuring geographical representation across the city.

GAS GIANTS
GIGANTES GASEOSOS

YOUTH ORGANIZATION FOR LIGHTS OUT (YOLO)

The YOLO program gives teens from Chicago’s Little Village Big
neighborhood the opportunity to lead environmental advocacy e
efforts surrounding light pollution—an environmental hazard that
affects human sleep cycles, animal migration patterns, local plant
health, and stargazing. This year, their advocacy efforts included
creating community-based strategies for reducing light pollution,
developing and implementing interactive, educational activities

for local middle schoolers, and presenting their research at two
different conferences—Youth Participatory Science Conference and
International Dark Sky Week. Experiences from this program give
participants problem solving, collaboration, and self-efficacy skills,
all while giving them the confidence to become leaders within their

own communities.

8 FISCAL YEAR 2025 ANNUAL REPORT



IN OUR COMMUNITY

'SCOPES IN THE CITY

'Scopes in the City is a cornerstone of Adler
programming, bringing our expert staff and
equipment to city parks, libraries, and locations
throughout Chicagoland and the state of lllinois for
free stargazing events. During these events, Adler
staff and volunteers set up 1-2 telescopes and invite
attendees to take a look and chat about what's in the
sky.

During one special program this summer, the 'Scopes

in the City crew visited Wrigley Field, where they offered
Cubs fans the chance to observe our Sun before the game.
These skywatching opportunities are vital to making science
accessible to everyone—not just those already in a STEAM field.

ADLER AT NIGHT

Since reopening in 2022, the Adler has been
proud to offer Adler at Night on Wednesday
evenings from 4:00 pm to 10:00 pm—which gives
free admission to lllinois residents after the work
and school day has ended. These evenings have
connected diverse Chicagoans from across the
region to the universe by increasing accessibility.

Guests attending Adler at Night have the full
planetarium experience at their disposal—from
captivating sky shows in our dome theaters

to discussions with astronomers at our Space
Visualization Lab. Weather depending, Wednesday
guests also have an opportunity to stargaze at our
Doane Observatory, which is home to the largest
publicly-available telescope in Chicago.
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ADLER PLANETARIUM FY25 FINANCIALS

REVENUE & SUPPORT

Fundraising Contributions

Admissions

Chicago Park District

Other Government Grants

Other Earned Revenue

TOTAL
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$7,804,532

$5,735,461

$1,700,115

$1,334,059

$3,519,762

$20,093,929

EXPENSES

Education & Professional
Programs

Collections Care &
Stewardship

Development

Administration

TOTAL:

$12,254,559

$659,933

$1,568,048

$3,764,815

$18,247,355



FISCAL YEAR 2025 DONORS

JULY 1, 2024 — JUNE 30, 2025

$100,000+
Anonymous (4)

Benevity

Cathie and John Estey
The Grainger Foundation
ITW

The Kavli Foundation
Lori & Raj Gupta

The Peggy and Steve Fossett
Foundation

The Pepper Family Foundation
S&C Electric Company Fund

SC Johnson

Amy and Steve Louis Foundation
Ulta Beauty Charitable
Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
The Brinson Foundation
Cate &Jim Denny

The Crown Family

The David P. Wheatland
Charitable Trust

The Knowles Foundation
Nancy Gerrie

Principal

Roderick and Marjorie Webster

Fund at The Chicago Community
Trust

Searle Funds at the Chicago
Community Trust

ULTA Beauty

$25,000-$49,999
Abbott

The AMD Fund at the Chicago
Community Foundation

Anna and Robert Livingston
Anonymous (2)
Aon Corporation

Baxter International Inc.
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Bears Care
BMO

Mr. Bryan Cressey and Dr. lliana
Sweis Cressey

ComeEd, an Exelon Company
Craig and Janet Duchossois
CSAA Insurance Group

Dan Eder and Laura Peracchio
GCM Grosvenor

Henry Crown and Company
James Helbert and Mary Mako
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
J.P. Morgan

JSSI/The Book Family Foundation
Lisa and Raymond Lewis

Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan
PNC Foundation

United Scrap Metal, Inc.

$10,000-$24,999

AAR Corp.

Sheri and Aaron Rudberg
AbbVie

Accenture

A.G. Cox Charity Trust

Ally Financial Inc.

Amelia Huntington
Anonymous (3)

Beth and Daniel Mueller
Brooke and Scott Slade

The Buchanan Family Foundation
ConceiveAbilities

David and Mary Fox

Dilnaz and Qaiser Waraich
Discover Financial Services, Inc.
Dr. Scholl Foundation

Edward Jones

Elizabeth and Ryan Garino
Elizabeth Whipple McKenna

Exelon

Grant Thornton

The Harold E. Eisenberg
Foundation

lan and Lynne Radomski
Invenergy

Jackie and Peter Langas

James and Katherine Murray
Jilland John Adler Donor
Restricted Fund of the Jewish
Community Foundation of the
Milwaukee Jewish Federation
Jonathan and Kara Herbst
Joseph and Jennifer Lower
Kecia and Gray Steelman

KPMG LLP

Linda and Robert Jojo

Linda and Russell Bartmes
Lindy and Mike Keiser

Linklaters LLP

Muhammad and Swapna Gigani
NASCAR Holdings, LLC

Nicole and Liam Caffrey
Peoples Gas Community Fund at
The Chicago Community
Foundation

PNC Financial Services Group
Raj and Seema Bhatia

S2G Ventures

Sargent Family Foundation
Scott and Rhonda Swanson
Seth and Trudy Jacobson Shure
Charitable Trust

Sidley Austin LLP

The Siragusa Family Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher &
Flom LLP

Soumaya and Winslow Bent Tacy
Flint and Graham Meyer Troop
Contracting

United Airlines

William and Claudia Gruber
W.W. Grainger, Inc.



FISCAL YEAR 2025 DONORS

JULY 1, 2024 — JUNE 30, 2025

$1,000-$9,999
ADP

Agent Gallery Chicago
Alan and Mary Alyce Blum
Alan Rottman

Alice DuBose

Alvin H. Baum Family Fund

American Agricultural Insurance
Company

Amsted Industries

Amy Gotrdon and Keith Kudla
Ana and Edward Williams

Anita Blanchard and Martin Nesbitt
Anne Becker and Paul Wierbicki
Anonymous (5)

Anthony and Gwen Achilles
Ashley and Matt McKee
Astro-Physics, Inc.

Audris Wong and Lars Stole
Barbara Stewart and Peter Bowe
Bill and Mary Ann Bach
Bloomberg

Bradley Coolidge and Marie Lona
The Boeing Company

Carla Westcott

Carmen and Suzanne Maso
Catherine Rudolph

Catherine Stewart and Geoffrey Smith

Cathy and Michael Lee

Chapman and Cutler LLP
Charles and Katherine Mudd
Charles McKeen

Chris Comerford and Virginia Kim
Christina and Jason Mueller

Christopher Boebel and Glenna Eaves

Colleen and Keiji and Keiji Asada

The Comer Foundation Fund at The
Chicago Commmunity Foundation

Craig Fox and Patti Shuma
Craig Landon
Cynthia Ballew and Michael Smith

Cynthia Mark-Hummel and John
Hummel

Daniel Benveniste
Darrell and Kym Hubbard
David and Judith Schiffman

For additional questions or more information, please contact the

David and Nancy Michael
David Chudwin

David Dempsey

Dawn Stiers

Deloitte LLP

Denise and Wayne Kubek
Denise Stewart and George Engeln
Don Lynch and Lori Lennon
Donald and Julie Rocap

Donna and Phillip Zarcone

Eric Matrejek

Erin and Eric Wilson

Event Network

Ewald Constantinescu

Food for Thought Enterprises, Inc.
Frances and Peter Vandervoort
Francis O'Malley

Frank and Nancy Vydra
Genfare SPX Technologies
Gerald Griffin

Gil Quiniones

Guy Liptack

Harvey and Jan Miller

Helen & Curtis Pinnell Foundation
Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation
Inna Larson

Irish Woods Foundation
Jackson Pallas

Jan Holzheimer

Jenn Lejano

Jo Ann and Joseph Paszczyk
Jocelyn Nebenzahl

John A. Cable Foundation
John Hagenah Family Fund
John and Phyllis Kirkpatrick
Jonathan and Debra Eder
Jordan Thompson

Kim and Manny Picciola

Kirk Shepard MD

Kristy and Owen Alexander
Lawrence and Suzanne Chapa
Leonard and Pat Zolna

Lincoln Road Enterprises

Loan Tran and Norbert Riedel
Lorraine and Randy Barba

development team at development@adlerplanetarium.org
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Marcia Bogolub and Phil Kaplan

Margaret S. & Philip D. Block, Jr. Family

Foundation
Marietta and Robert Hance

Mark and Susan Dawson
Mark Biersack

Mary and Paul Yovovich
Maryann and Pat McNally

Max Schleusener and Meghan
Hammond

Michael and Roberta Seedman
Midland National Life Insurance
Midway Building Services
Modena and Gary Wilson
Monica Donath

Nancy and Thomas SentowskKi
Patricia J. Hurley and Associates, Inc.
Paul and Raye Koch

Paul Francuch

Paul Waters

Paulette and Sheldon Rubin
Pepper Construction Company
Rachael and Ryutaro Mizuno
Randy and Heather Nornes
Richard Kron and Deborah Bekken
Robert and Marsha Rosner
Robert W. Galvin Foundation
Ron Swanson

Ronald and Polly McKee

Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

Salvage Haus

Sandy Campbell

Scott and Beth Brady

Sean Reynolds

Shane and Michelle Larson
Spencer Gore and Vanessa Melo
Steven Fox and Thea Colwell
Susan Gates

Susan Lovell

Thomas Skilling

Virginia Reed

Walter and Mary Carr

William Blair & Company
William M. Hales Foundation
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ADLER PLANETARIUM BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS
Nancy S. Gerrie

Muhammad Gigani

Aaron C. Rudberg

Daniel T. Mueller

Jonathan H. Herbst

Elizabeth C. Babcock

ELECTED TRUSTREES
Cynthia L. Ballew
Russell F. Bartmes
Raj Bhatia

Neil Book

Liam Caffrey

David A. Crown, PhD
Daniel R. Eder

Lilly Farahnakian
Tacy F. Flint

Ryan Garino

William J. Gruber
Amelia A. Huntington
Seth E. Jacobson
Linda P. Jojo
Catherine Kenworthy
Peter J. Langas

Lisa H. Lewis

Steven S. Louis, MD

Elizabeth Whipple McKenna

James C. Murray
Randy Nornes

James J. O'Connor, Jr.
Jackson Pallas

lan C. Radomski

Chris Rauch

Brad Serlin

Brooke Graydon Slade
Kecia Steelman

Scott C. Swanson

LIFE TRUSTEES
Linda I. Celesia
Donald C. Clark, Jr.
Frank M. Clark

Bryan C. Cressey

J. Douglas Donenfeld
John W. Estey

Michel J. Feldman
Nancy Emrich Freeman
Howard S. Goss

Raj P. Gupta

David Mintzer, PhD
Edward J. Williams

EX-OFFICIO TRUSTEES
John E. Carlstrom, PhD
Wendy L. Freedman, PhD
Carlos Ramirez-Rosa

Sean B. Reynolds

The Adler Planetarium honors and remembers David W.
Fox, Sr. and Captain James Lovell—two lifetime members

of the Board of Trustees.



vy

A

CONCLUSION

2025 was a monumental year for the Adler Planetarium, and
none of it could have been done without support from you and
our community. Thank you for being part of our journey!

The Adler Planetarium is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization (Tax ID: 36-6210902) and a member of
the American Association of Museums, Association of Science-Technology Centers, and Chicago’s
Museums in the Park consortium of institutions located on Chicago Park District land.





