Far Horizons Project Assistant Volunteer
The Adler Planetarium is exploring near-space with a high-altitude balloon
system that reaches to 100,000+ feet— above 99% of the atmosphere. The Far
Horizons (FH) program is designed to involve grade, middle and high school
students as well as adults in exploring the universe. These flights will also be
used as a testing platform for elements of an Adler nano-satellite program. Far
Horizon Project Assistants assist the team by developing, assembling, testing
and launching experiments for a near-space ballooning program.
Teen assistants will additionally aid in documenting and archiving FH launches to
preserve collected data and organize results, and may also maintain the FH Blog
and other online and/or digital technologies.

We look to Adult Far Horizons Project Assistant Volunteers to:
• Help design, build, assemble and test payload components, including
scientific instruments. Examples include: sensors to monitor
atmospheric conditions, autonomous air-ram parachute system for
controlled payload retrieval, camera stabilization system for targeted
observations, 2-way communication link for live telemetry and control.
• Assist with pre-launch preparation and launch day flight duties.
• Work is primarily done at the Adler Planetarium, though offsite work is
possible.

We look to Teen Far Horizons Project Assistant Volunteers to:
• Maintain tools, equipment and supplies for proper function and
recommend replacement as needed.
• Help maintain a clean and professional Lab.
• Direct volunteers to lab resources and track resource use.
• Prepare for, attend and assist in FH balloon launches.
• Collect updates and information for use on the FH Blog and Wiki
• Maintain and update FH archives according to FH standards

Interested? Here’s what we look for in Adult FH Volunteers:
• Demonstrated experience in engineering or electronics is required.
• Hands-on experience with building model-rockets, circuitry, or operating
ham radio is essential.
• An ability to work independently and as part of a team is essential.
• Ability to stand for 4 hours
• Ability to lift 40 lbs.
• A background in astronomy and/or aerospace fields is helpful.

Interested? Here’s what we look for in Teen FH Volunteers:
• Demonstrated interest in FH science, technology, and/or engineering.
• Demonstrated experience using science, technology, and/or
engineering equipment.
• Demonstrated achievements in science, technology, engineering
and/or math coursework at the high school level or above preferred.
• The ability to follow instructions and maintain focus on task; the ability
to work independently preferred.

Training will consist of:
• Attendance at a general volunteer orientation session.
• Attendance at a lab and equipment orientation
• Supplemental on-the-job training

We ask all volunteers in this role to:
• Make a minimum commitment of 1 year.
• Be available to volunteer weekdays (Tu-F) between 9am and 5pm or
weekends (Sat & Sun) from 9am to 5pm for lab sessions.
• Regularly attend lab sessions a minimum of once a quarter.
• Conditionally, on availability and need, volunteer from 7am to 6pm for
balloon launches (times approximate and may last longer or shorter).

